
TAKE-OFF TO THE WILD BLUE YONDER 

 
Third in a series by Dr. Rick Perrin on Revival from II Kings 2:1-15 

“Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw him, they said, ‘The spirit of 

Elijah  rests on Elisha..’  And they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him.”  

II Kings 2:15 

 

 In 1743 at the Methodist meeting house in Exeter, England, the preacher had just 

begun his lesson when a violent mob burst through the doors.  Yelling vile curses they 

attacked the preacher and began beating and kicking him.  Others assaulted the 

congregation, striking and clubbing them.  They tore the clothes off the women, then 

dragged them outside and through the mud.  A rioter forced another woman into the 

balcony where he attempted to rape her, but she broke free, jumped over the balcony, and 

escaped.  A number of Methodists leaped out of the windows and fled.  The rioters 

continued their tirade for several hours.  No magistrates appeared to stop the disturbance 

or to protect the victims.  (A. Dallimore, George Whitefield, vol. 2, 1980, 164) 

 

Persecution like this was common but it had an unintended consequence.  It 

brought the Methodists into contact with the people who most needed religious revival.   
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This Summer I am preaching about revival and the different tools God uses to 

change the hearts of men.  Today we will look at the tool of teaching and small groups.  I 

want to consider the revival ministry of Elijah and Elisha.  Please turn to II Kings 2:1-15 

where we find the story of Elijah’s elevation to heaven by the fiery chariot.  In order to 

fully understand what was going on during the ninth century BC in the nation of Israel, I 

am going to tell the story in three parts.  1. The plunge into spiritual decay, 2. The 

prelude to revival, and 3. The prophets’ sons and their schools. 

 

1. The plunge into spiritual decay.  Two weeks ago we studied the great revival 

in Israel that took place under the leadership of David as he brought the ark of the 

covenant to Jerusalem and for the first time since Moses, made the worship of God the 

central focus of the nation.  But when David’s grandson Reheboam became king, about 

930 BC, the ten northern tribes broke away and set up their own kingdom under 

Jereboam.  Spiritual decay in a nation, a church, a family, or even in an individual-, often 

starts with a small deviation from what God has commanded.  In the case of the northern 

kingdom of Israel, it began with the rejection of God’s chosen king.  That led to another 

step of departure.  The temple was in Jerusalem, and Jereboam couldn’t afford to let his 

people worship across the border because it would undermine his political power.  He set 

up two shrines and created golden calves—the same idol that the people of Israel had 

worshiped while Moses was up on Mt. Sinai receiving the ten commandments.  Jereboam 

told the people that the calves were the pure, ancient form of Israelite religion—in spite 

of the fact that the second commandment forbids using images in worship.  And so 

Jereboam led the people away from God, and Israel began to wither on the spiritual vine.  

 

The northern kingdom remained politically unstable.  Kings were removed by 

assassination, and no king could establish a dynasty until Omri seized the government 

about 885 BC.  Omri married his son Ahab to the daughter of the king of Sidon, who was 

also the high priest of the goddess Astarte, the earth goddess of Tyre.  Astarte was 

worshiped by various names all over the ancient world.  In Egypt she was Isis.  In 

Babylon she was Istar.  Today this same nature goddess is called Gaia.  Last evening at 

the Unitarian Universalist Church in Columbia, pagans celebrated the Summer solstice.  

Our newspaper featured a photo of a self proclaimed witch named Candy Johnson.  Our 

newspaper carried a photo of Mrs. Johnson holding a small idol of Yemaya, a West 

African creation goddess, the same goddess Jezebel worshiped in Israel.  Mrs. Johnson is 

quoted as saying, “I’ve got my spirituality, and it satisfies me….You’ve got your 

spirituality, and it satisfies you.  Why can’t we live together?” (State, June 23 2007, B3)    

 

That’s how it always starts, with an appeal to tolerance.  When Jezebel’s husband 

became king she insisted that he build her a temple where she could worship Baal, the 

Canaanite god of nature.  Soon she had gathered a large force of religious advisors--450 

prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Astarte.  Next, with the full power of government 

behind her, she began to persecute the followers of God.  She outlawed God’s worship 

and executed his priests.  True believers went underground.  All this took only about 50-

55 years.  If ever there was need for spiritual revival and awakening, it was in Israel.  In 

case you think it couldn’t happen here, bear in mind that Hillary Clinton’s chief spiritual 

advisor during her White House years is one of the most influential neo-pagan leaders; 



 3 

and the religion behind Al Gore’s environmentalist crusade is a modern version of the 

pagan worship 3000 years ago.  That’s how close it is. Do you think we need revival too? 

 

2. The prelude to revival.  That’s the situation we find at the beginning of I 

Kings 17.  Then, suddenly, without any introduction, Elijah appeared on the national 

scene.  He sent a message to Ahab informing him that because of his apostasy there 

would be no rain in Israel until he—Elijah—said so.  And then he disappeared.  As the 

weeks without rain turned into months and then into years, Ahab’s desperation increased.  

He turned the country upside down looking for Elijah, but God kept him hidden, first in 

the wilderness and later with a Phoenician woman and her son on the Mediterranean 

coast between Tyre and Sidon.  When God gave the signal, Elijah sent another message 

to Ahab: “Time’s up!”  He challenged the prophets of Baal and Astarte to a contest.  

They’d each build an altar and invoke their deity to light the sacrifice with a bolt of 

lightning.  The meeting was agreed, and the people of the nation climbed Mt. Carmel to 

watch.  I’ve been up on the rocky summit of Mt. Carmel.  From there you can overlook 

the Plain of Megiddo where so many battles have been fought throughout history.  The 

point is that this was an ultimate showdown between the God of the Universe and the 

usurper, Baal, and all Israel would be affected by the results. 

 

You recall the story.  Elijah allowed the pagan priests to go first.  Baal was the 

storm god, who brought rain and controlled the lightning.  Elijah was playing right into 

Baal’s strength, and Baal’s priests were supremely confident.  But of course, nothing 

happened, for Baal does not exist.  Then it was Elijah’s turn.  He built an altar of twelve 

stones and dug a trench around the altar.  He killed the sacrifice and ordered that barrels 

of water be brought from the Mediterranean.  He poured the water over the sacrifice so 

there was no possibility of a trick.  Then he prayed, and God answered with fire so hot 

that even the rocks of the altar melted.  Elijah executed the prophets of Baal and then 

warned everyone to run, for rain like you’ve never seen was about to fall. 

 

This story has something important to teach us: Revival comes only by the power 

of God.  You and I cannot produce it by our own efforts or strategies.  Revival comes 

because God brings it.  We must wait for God to act.  If you sense the need for revival in 

our time--in our nation, in our church, in your family, in your heart--you cannot make it 

happen, and you cannot make God do anything he is not ready to do.  But that does not 

mean that there is nothing we can do.  We can pray.  We can ask God to send his Spirit 

and bring revival to us.  There were a lot of people in Israel during those times who never 

gave revival a thought, just as there are many people today who do not think about 

revival.  They are quite content to go on living just as they are.  Who do you suppose it 

was in Israel who did pray for God to revive the nation?  In I Kings 18 we find a clue.  

We meet a man named Obadiah who was a minister in Ahab’s government.  Obadiah 

preserved the lives of a hundred prophets of God, hiding them in a cave and providing 

them with food and water.  The prophets were preachers and teachers.  It wasn’t safe for 

them to appear in public.  Jezebel had given orders to kill them.  I suspect that they spent 

their days and nights praying.  You and I are in the same position today.  We are not in 

hiding, but we’re the ones who must pray for God to send revival.  Are you doing that? 
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3. The prophets’ sons and their schools.  After this prelude to the revival Elijah 

called Elisha to join him.  Elisha was a very young man, the son of a wealthy family, and 

he was much better fitted for the work of organizing a revival than Elijah was.  Elijah was 

rough hewn, something of a loner.  Elisha was at home with both the poor and the upper 

levels of society.  The two of them set to work preaching and teaching.  Before the time 

of David, Samuel the judge established a series of schools around the country.  He made 

regular circuits to the communities where these schools existed, teaching and training his 

students and sending them out to teach the people.  It was the same model that George 

Whitefield and the Wesleys followed in England in the 1700s.  And it is what Elijah and 

Elisha did during the ninth century BC.  In II Kings 2 we have the story of how Elisha 

succeeded Elijah as leader of the revival.  We also find an indication of where three of the 

schools of the sons of the prophets were established.  Please turn there with me. 

 

Verse 1 begins the account.  “It came about when the Lord was about to take up 

Elijah by a whirlwind to heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.”  Gilgal lay 

about ten miles north of the Dead Sea in the west bank of the Jordan River.  Elijah and 

Elisha were apparently making a farewell tour of the various schools they had 

established.  These schools were communal societies where men and their families came 

to study the word of God.  They were places for prayer.  They were centers where people 

from the towns and surrounding countryside could come and worship God, and they were 

bases from which the sons of the prophets could go out on preaching missions to call the 

people back to God.  In verse 2 Elijah tries to get Elisha to remain in Gilgal while he 

travels westward alone to Bethel.  But Elisha knows what is coming and will not leave 

Elijah.  So together they go to the second of the schools at Bethel.  Bethel was one of the 

holiest spots in Israel.  Abraham stayed there when he first entered the promised land.  

Jacob say his vision of the ladder to heaven there.  Verse 3 indicates that the sons of the 

prophets at Bethel also knew what was going to happen, and they are buzzing about it.  

But Elisha won’t let them say anything to Elijah.  In verse 4 they press on together to the 

third school which is located in the Dead Sea valley at Jericho.  Elijah tries one last time 

to ditch Elisha, but Elisha still refuses to leave him.  So the two make their way to the 

Jordan River.  Fifty of the sons of the prophets follow them at a distance. 

 

At the Jordan, Elijah strikes the water with his mantle.  The waters part and he 

and Elisha walk across to the east bank.  Now, in verse 9, Elisha asks Elijah for a final 

and parting gift.  “Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.”   In Israel the 

law of inheritance was that the father’s estate was to be divided equally among each of 

his sons, but the oldest son would receive a double portion.  What Elisha is asking for is 

that the spirit that empowered Elijah might fill him.  In other words, that Elisha might be 

Elijah’s successor to carry on the work of the revival.  Elisha’s concern is that the work 

of God should continue.  Elijah tells him that it’s not for him to give this.  Revival can 

only come from God.  But Elijah tells him if Elisha sees Elijah’s departure to heaven, that 

will be the sign.  And at that moment the fiery chariot drawn by horses of fire sweeps out 

of the clouds and scoops up Elijah and carries him into the wild blue.  As he goes, his 

mantle falls at Elisha’s feet, and he picks it up, walks to the edge of the river, and he cries 

out, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” (v 14)  He struck the water and the river 

parted.  The revival would continue.  The succeeding chapters recount the work of Elisha 
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as he continued and expanded the schools of the prophets.  He became the confidant and 

advisor of the kings of Israel.  He lived to be about 85 or 90 years of age.  And the word 

of God spread through the land. 

 

We too may ask, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?”  Will God send revival 

in our time?  If so, how will revival come?  To start with, it is not enough for you and me 

to be satisfied with a general exposure to the church, to worship, to the things of God.  

Not if we, like Elijsha wish to see revival and want our children to live in a nation where 

righteousness and truth prevail.  We must not take for granted that the influence of the 

gospel will continue to shape our culture or will preserve your family in the future.  We 

have already seen how easily all of this can be lost.  Instead, you and I must devote 

ourselves to three things.  First, we need to participate in small groups of Christian 

believers where we study God’s word, and learn to apply it.  The Methodists had 

something we ought to continue.  Small groups are the place we learn to pray and to see 

the answers to our prayers unfold.  We offer small groups at Cornerstone.  We are 

planning new groups for this Fall.  Some are for couples.  Others are for men with men.  

We provide women’s Bible studies.  Please plan to participate in such a group. 

 

Second, we must maintain a social connection.  Again, small groups provide this 

part of our Christian experience.  In a small group you find others who share your 

spiritual journey.  Someone knows you and you know them well enough to share your 

deepest needs and burdens, and to celebrate the blessings in your life together.  You have 

others who encourage you when you grow discouraged or tired.  And if you waver, they 

are there to help hold you up.  Our Christian faith is not something we can successfully 

do alone.  We must be part of a community. 

 

Third, we must develop sacred priorities for ourselves and our families.  There is 

only so much time in each week.  What is most important?  What activities will bring the 


