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No, Wwenf e sons off eprop ets 0 Vgre 4 fmc 0 opposite” s S 5\ T4, i’leysdd espmtaf
Ew s restson EiS s Andt eyc gaetorseet’ in pd o ngi’ ermseesto? e'srl nd efore” i
il Cings2 5

|n 3v { the Methodls“f't eeting ho, se 1n E seter. Eng ild the pre cher h £1

eg, 0 his ess@n\«, hen y io yentd o o Ist throg gh the doors. ye! ing,, e curses they
{te, ed the pre fher ild egp ¢ img ild ic, ing h'i Others iah ‘ted the
cong“reg glon. stri,’ing pd ¢ ¢, ing th% . 4 hey ‘tore the ¢ othes off they, & en. then
dr gged the 0 tside nd throu gh théy  d. A rioter forced pothery, d & into the

kconyw, here he f‘ei pted tor pe her ot she ro, e free. "‘ ped g, er the Ncony nd
esc Ped A n;'l er of Methodlsts e >t)ed 0yt of‘the\«, mdot, s qpd f ed. 4- “he rioters
contin, ed their tir de for s, er | ho, rs. "NoY 4str {es ppe ged to stop the dist, r yce
or to protect the, i‘™ s. AD R‘h ore. frofs'e Lteﬁe iy 0.2, 990. l )1

| I
Persecutlon i,e thisy, § % on t 1t h d _2 o hintended conseq, ence. |t
ro, ght the Methodists into cont ftw, ith the peop e¥, ho' ost needed ré 1gio, s 1, § k



A, his S;’:"’: er"‘i& pre ching , o, t 1¢ § ; 0d the different tod's God | ses to
ch pge the he yts of% en:,4 od ¥4 e%, i f.ool { the too of te ching nd'd “; gro, ps. {
% -t to consider the ¢, §, :‘ inistry of Ei Il nd E ish 5 Pe se tm'to 1 Lings2 - 5
%, herey, e find the story of E i {'s ¢ G {ion to heyen "y the fiery ch fiot. fn ordgr fo
fu“ y g nderst pdy, h {% ¢ going on d, ring the ninth cent, ry BC in the 11 {ion of fsr § A
'\ going to te' the story in three p yts. 1. The plunge into spiritual ‘decay, 2. The
prelude to revival, nd 3. The prophets’ sons and their schools.

1. The plunge into spiritual decay. 4 v, oY, ee, s oY e st died the gre §1¢ i L
in fsr f‘ th % too, P ge  nder the ‘e %ership of D{;id' s he ro,ght the ¢ of the
cQ en qt to “ery s"‘:'é “qd for the first th e since Moses™d ge they, orship of"God the

centr ;'focus of the n fion. Bty hen D id’s gr pndson Rehe 6%  ecy e ,ing. Lot

9% BC. the ten porthern tri es ro,e % y qd set  p their o, n Singdd  nder
tere 6‘1' . Spirip& ;dqc N in f‘én iion.‘»kchn'rch. % 1y. or Ggenin n iridj, id, ;—. often
st gtsy, ith % de i ion frd %, h iGod h $ C nded. In the ¢ se of the northern

, ingdd of¥sr € .1t eg nY, ith the re ection of God's chosen ,ing. 4 h i“ ed to pother
Step of dep gt re. .4 he T pey, §in ter s :3 ~ nd ‘ere 6% '“couf dn’t, “fford to et his
peop ey, orship gross the order "ec kse ity, ou“dﬁndé'ﬂ ‘ine his po itic “Bpot‘, er. Lge set
o P ¥ 0 shrines nd cre fed go den ¢ y es—the 5'1 e ido th ¢ the peop'e of fsr ¢ hd
%, orshipeds, hi' e Mosesy, | § P on Mt.'Sin j recej, ing the ten c& Y & ents. ‘ere 6}’
to'd the peop e th { the ¢ ;, esy, ere the p,re. pcient fon  offsr § ite re igion—in spite
of the f ¢t th { the second ¢ & ent for ids  sing™d ges iny, orship. And so
‘ere 0 "ed the peop e Y y ffd  God. yd'sr § eg | toY, ither on the spirit, LV, ine.
A he northern ,ingd® 13 jned po itic L;y o st ‘e. tingsv,ere T3 qed vy
s gsin gion. nd no® ing cou“d est ;“ish Jdynm sty  nti' B 1i seized the gq erth ent
éou't §85 BC. " gried his son Ah  to the d | ghter of the . ing of Sidon.%, hoy, §
380 the high priest of the goddess Astyte. the e yth goddess®of4 yre. Ast ytev%, §
w"ors{’liped Yy 108 ﬁ'i& es “; q er the pcient, ot d. “R Egypt she ¥, ¢ f5is. In
B.y on she\u, §1 st {.{L,‘L od y th1s‘§\ en fore goddess i ¢ ;edG iy Lty ening §
the Rit gi p {j ers jist Chyrch in Cp"? “iypgpscee rfed the SFY er so stice.
¢ s , w -
O, r nd, sp per fe g red yphoto of ase f proc "} edy, itch ﬁ"& ‘ed C pdy ‘ohnson. O,r
ne, sp per ¢ yried , photo of Mrs. “ohnson ho ding ;§ “; ido of Y& ¥x xSt
Afric prere gion goddess. the s e goddess ‘eze ¢ v, orshiped infsr § . Mrs. Yohrisonis
gyoted, ¢ s ying. 1;, e gof¥'y spirity lity7 pd it s iisfies"'l e. .Y, e got yo.r
spirity yity. pdits gsfies yo, . "I}y cpty,e'je together?; 8t ge, t,ne 23 DO . B3)

A h {'s hot,‘ it' §4, ys st {ts.\‘i,&ith o ppe ; ‘Lto tolL er qice. wlhen teze ei“ 'S h“f' ild

eé’i& e , ing she insisted th { he | id her 'kf'ei et here she co, d¥ orship B ,,. the

Ca ';ilii’e god of n g re. Soon she h d g thered ; yge force of re'igio, s ¢, isors:- I
prophets of B kLk nd (% prophets of Ast yte. Neit.y, ith the fu“ PO, er of gq, erth efft
chind her. she " eg p t0 persec, te the fo'a, ers of God. She out“ Y ed God's¥, orship

nd exec, ted his priests. 4 1 e ¢ i¢, ersy, ent ndergro, nd. A" this too, on'y 50yt D -

55 ye gs. It G €r thqtre"\i, s need for spirit, ;rev i ; nd \k,“ aening. ity, $ infsr £ 1{1
¢ ge yo, thin, it co."dn’t h ppen here. e ¢ inY ind th {1y C inton’s chief spirity y
& isor dnrin'g her wh'ite Lo, se ye gs is one of th&y ost inf penti ; neo-p g il“e ders



e

od the re igion ehind A Gore's en, iroth ent N1st cr, s de is "'l odern,, ersion of the
P g pw orship 000 ye IS go A h t s ha, cose itis. Do YO, th1n N, e need 1€, | ktoo"

2. The prelude to revival. 4 h {’s the srtn giony e find ¢ the eginning of |
Lings . 4 hen. sudden y- Y% itho t qy intro tron Ei i ppeyed on the n tron 5
scere. .Iie sent ¥ ess ge to, Ah infOd ing ec se of his post gy- “there
Y% Oy '‘d enor in 1n ntr he—Ei f—s 4d so. And then he dis ppe {ed As the
% ee, st ithoy tr in turned 1nto"l onths pd then'] nto ye {s Ah , s desper {ion incre sed
turned the co, ntry pside do, n* 00,’ing for Ei D ", t God | ept fd  hidden. first in
the v, 1 derness pd terw ith Phoen'icr pv,'& o pd her soh on the Mediterr fe n
co gt et, eend yre pd Sidon. ] hen God g, e the srgn Ei {1 sent .nothe'r"l ess ge
to Ah y AY e Sy ke ch! ghged the prophets of B 5 fid Ast {te to , contest.
,A, hey” d e h i d n Nt I pd i, o, e their de1ty to “ight the S gprrfrcew, ith , o t of
1ghtn1n '% eetrngu, § greed. _g:d the peop e of the n %on c ed Mt. C” e to
% fch. 1., e een  p on the roc, y s'S"l 1t of Mt. C"t\ ¢. Frd there Yo, €0 Q et 00,
the P in of Megrddow here so s"’t qy tt eshye cen fo , ght thro, gho, thrstory A, h%
point 1s th ¢ thisy, S i te shoi, dgi, n e&, een the God of the ;%J, erse pd the

o SpIper. B ;; pd “|sr§‘\¢,o d e {fected y the resu ts.

Yo, rec ' the story. Ei h 5 d ed the, p £  priests to go frrst B »u, s the
st(')'r\ god. Y, ho ro, ght r in pd contro” ed the * 1ghtn1ng Ei D% 8 p ying right into
B » ‘s strength, d B s priests Y, ere supf'é ¢y confident. ‘B, t “of course nothrng
h ppened for B S does notearst A hen ity, s Ei h s t, IIe it { Nt rof&,e e
stones yd d, g ,trench go,nd the “ IIe “tved the s prrfrce pd ordered th { pe S
ofy%, fer e ro ght ffd the Medrterr pe p." ke po, red they, fer q er the s grifice so
therev, § no poss1 tity of ktrrc L hen he pr yed. pd God irsa eredy, ith frre so hot
th { ¢ en the roc, s of the Nt "“ dted. Ei D exec, ted the prophets of B “k nd then
Y, Ined & eryone“tor n. forr in 1 € YO,y © nev er seenvy, § ;out tof A

A his story h § S8 ething¥ port pttote ¢h s Rgj 3 ' 8 eson yy the po, er
of God Yo, pd' C pnot produce it yo,ro,n efforts or str fegies. Rg \ c'ﬂ es
se God rings it. © &Y o St gt for God to t It yo, sense the need for re, i k in
0 I th e--in o r n {ion. in'o, r chyrch. in yo, r ’f"& ty.in yo, I he ft--yo, ¢ qnoty e it
h ppen. nd yo, ¢ pno’f’l ae God do pythrng he is not re gy to"do. B t th § does not
e pthyg there s nothing¥, e ¢ do eeqppry.  ecqp g God to send his Spirit
nd- rrng re, i k to,s. 4 herey, ere ' ot 8¥peop einf srwg dnrrng those T esy, ho ng, er
gwc re, i k 5 thoy ght oSt § there {é‘* qy peop e tod y % ho do not thin, ,o,t
6y 54 hey e %1te content to go on" 1, ing« st gthey ge.  ‘hodo yo, suppose it
N, g‘rn‘sr € Y, ho did pr ) NG for God to rg, §, € the n tron‘? In ﬁn?;'s 8§y, e find Nc e.
eet % \ nny ed O dihy,hoy, g7} inister in Ah° sgo,elr'ﬂ ent. O fhh
pr sef, ed the J, es of ,h ndred prophets of God. hiding thdr e nd proy iding
thd v, ith food pd\«, ter A, he prophetsw ere pre fhers pd te fhers ty, "gn’t s fe for
thd to ppe § i p, ‘ic. ‘eze € h ¢ gj, en orders to 1 5, spect th 7§ they spent
their d ys pd nights pr ying. Yo, pd' e in the §‘1 e posrt;lon tod - IS e not in
hiding. -, t; e’re the onesy, hoY st pr 3 ‘y for God to send r¢, §, \ Are yo, d(‘)’rhg th t‘?



3. The prophets’ sons and their schools. After this pre de to the ¢, §,

c “ed E ish yto oin fik . Bish Jo § yeryyo,ngy . the son of A ;thy ?y qnd
he\, "'l ch etter frtted for thew, or, of org mzrng I i N \ th { Ei hu, $ i hu, $
rough he&,n s ething of ;oner B ish Jo 3 L3 ey ith oth the poor "nd theupper
e, ¢s of socrety, A he t, 0 of tﬁ'é set tow, or, pre fhrng od te ching. Before theTh e
of D 4 1d. S\ ¢ the-  dge est 5 *ished serré‘s of schoo S {0 nd the co, ntry. II"'I de
regm r cire, 1ts to the cd™ o hitiesy, here these schoo s existed. te chrng Jd tr §ning his
students nd sending tH& 0 t to te fh the peop e. ey, § the §\ ™ odd th George

hitefie' d nd the es eys fo 0, ed'in Eng nd inthe 00s. AnditisY% h { i h pd
E’gh ydid de‘rrng thewhrnth cent, ry BC fn “ (mgs 2y e hy e the story of h(y ]§1sh

cceeded Ei h s'e ger of the rg, 1, Nso find { 1ndrc tron ofY, here three of the
schod s of the sons of the prophetsy, ere est N\ 1shed P e se ty thereu, ithh e.

o W, egins the £co, g ltcgwe s Y t, wen i’ eLord .5 58 1otk e” p
Euig y a»m“’Hé”d to”’ e yen, ngu Nt - vff Eus erw s Grgk N
0y t teid 1 es north of the De d Se ,in theu, est of the ‘ord o Ry er. Ei f nd
1sh yisere  pp g gent y"‘ 1ng f {6«, e to 1 of the , gig, s’ schoo s they hd
est y 1shed A hese schod Sy, ere 5&"’0 o k socretresu, heré"l en nd their Ty ties 5\ e
to st, dy thev, ord of God. 4 heyv, ere p ges for, pr %er A, heyy, ere centersy, here peop e
ffd the tot, ns pd s, rro, nding co, ntryside cou dcd e pdy, orship God. pd theyy, ere
§es ¥, hich the sons of the prophets O, “d go o, t on pre _ghrn:g"l 1ssrons toc ; the
peop e g to God |n erse 2 Ei i tries to get E%rsh yo 1 qnin Gt g k\" hr e he
tr\‘e s, esy, {d one to Bethe' . B t Eish sy N0 sw,h { is C& ing pd\«,r not* €y ©
Ei 3 f. So together they go to the second of thé schoo s tBethe Bethe' v, §one of the
ho iest spots infsr ¢ £ Ar ﬁ"t st yed there, hen he frrst entered the prd ised nd.
fo s y his, 1sron of the" flder to he\‘en there. _erse 3 indic fes th { the sons of ‘the
prophets” { Bethe Nso , N8, % h gy, §-going to h ppen. pd they ge | zzing ;o,tit.
B, t E ish u, on't'et th‘é“ sy pythrng toEi h |n erse " they press on together to the
thrrd schoo %, hich is " oc jed I 1n the De d Se Y ey % errclfo Ei q tries one" §t'ﬂt e
to ditch Ersh ot Ersh st1 fuses to e\‘eh') “So the t, O ae theiry, y to the
tord .n Ry, er. Frfty of the sons of the prophets fo" ¢, thd t Ndrst .née

. At the tord . Er h stri_ es they, fery, ith hiS% nte A he\«, éers p it pd he
pd Eish N kl fross to the e §t p‘ . No, . in, erse 9. Ersh for fm 5
. hd p gting gift. “Ple ge, let 4d8 ¥ portion ofyU rspirit é pon rfe n|sr £ the
' Y% of inherit pcew sthyi the f her’s est fevy, s to e dj 1ded eqy 5 y'\ ong e fh of
his sons.  t the o dest son, Oy d recej, € Nt;lo ‘e portion. ish yis ¢ ing for is
th { the spirit th {& po, ered B I ight ok Y |n otherv,’!)'rds th tErsh""ﬂ ight e
Ei f's successor to ¢ yry on thew, or, of the e by Ersh 38 concerrn is th { theu, or,
of God sho_'d contin, €. Er h ‘s Hi th ¢ it’s not for | i " to gj, e this. Rev i k c il
on yc'ﬂ ef® God. B tEigte sBb if E'ish ysees Ei DU's dep gt  re to he g en: th{
Wit e the sign. And tth I\ d ent the fiery ch pot dryn- Y, horses of fire s, eeps o, t
of the ¢ opds od scoops \, p Ei f pd c gries h'fl into thev, #d * . & As he goes. his
4 pt ef ; S t]? ish ;s feet pd he prc stt p Y, kv s to the edge of the rj, er. qd he cries
ot Tereis 7 ¢ Lord ? e €od of E Wa? L Le st c, they, fer pd the rj, er
p Ited A herg, j, k\" o'd continge. .4 he shc&edrpg th pters réco nt thew or of Ersh



$ he contin ed pdex hded the, schoo s of the prophets. Le eE'i& e the confid pt pd
isor of the mgs offst e'jedto e t§5 or D ye ys of ge. And they, ord
9 b 2% Sot g
of God spre gi“thmtu gh the" gd

e tooy Y $- \ here is the Lord. the God of E i n?” God send rg, 1, \
in o, rh o £ 0. "hoi, v w{'e, i kéﬁ e?4 o st gty ith. 1tlsn0ten0'ggh for yo, ndb e
to e S ¢1sf1ed\«, ith , gener \ € xpos e | to the ch,rch. tou, orship., to the things of God.
Not ify, e. 1 e E1 sh W ish to see 1¢, ; ndy, at 0y T chi dren to* jyein yn ilOIl\t, here
rlghteOtu sne§s nd tr th prg, . o St not, t ae for gr pted th £ the inf' ence of the
gospe w t contmue to sh Pe Orf Cy o IC Or'% t ”preser, € YO, T ’1'1 Tyinthe f tre. e
h‘e Nre dy seen ho, e §1y y ofthiscp e ‘ost. Inste d. yo, .ndf"l o St dg, ofe
0, rse “es to three things. - First. %, ¢ need to p gticip e m small groups of Christi n
€ ig ers Y, here ¥, e study God’s w, ord gd e’yn to’ Pp y 1t 4 he Methodists h g
s& ethingy, e o, ght to contin e. "3 k gro, %e the p cev, e'e {nto pry ild to see
the sy ers to our pr yers unfo d e offer o o,ps { Cornerstorie. ~ e e
P qning né, gro o PS for th1s F S& g'I‘? for coup es. Others ye for¥y eny, it en.
€ prQ, idev, ™ en sBi'e studles Pe §e T g top It1c1p ¢e in s, ch kgr p.
Second.y, &% st int jn ,social connection. Ag in3 i gro, ps pr ide this
p It of 0T Chrlstlgg ezperlence Yn ;9 “; gro,p yo, find, others % ho sh ge yo,r
sp1r1tu 0, rney eone , no s you od yo, ,no, t Y, e eng, gh to sh ye yo r
deepest needs nd | rdens. ild tocee r {e the essmgs in yo, r *ife together. Yo, h\‘e
others¥, ho enco, r ?ge yo, % hen yo, gro, disco, r ged or t1red And if yo % \‘er they
ge | there to he' p h Y0, o P- O,r Christi il f ith 1s not S& ethingy, e ¢ 9 successfu y
do kone ;‘ oSt €p rt of kC'Eilk"l nity. -

. A hird.v, S o St de, e op sacred priorities for ourse es nd 0T f"t 1 1e$ A here is
on'y sO% LChh e e fhv, e, h if"ﬂ ost¥ port ilt? b i ft@, itiesy, 1* ring the



